BILBAO
to be retransmitted to London. Tears were streaming
down his face and I asked him what was the matter.
"General Mola is dead," he replied, "killed in an air
smash."
I telephoned at once to General Headquarters and
learnt that the sad news was true. I had spoken to the
General only a few days previously,, when he inaugurated
the military bridge at Manana, which linked Vitoria to
Durango by the direct road through the Urquiola moun-
tains, just freed from the enemy. I remembered how he
had greeted me at the outset of the movement and that
the first safe conduct given me on July 23, 1936, had been
signed by him. The story of the cause of General Mola's
death was extremely simple, and there was no truth in the
statements published soon after, inspired by Red propa-
gandists and so readily repeated, that there was a mystery
and that Anarchists had at last with the connivance of a
member of his staff taken their revenge
General Mola, on the morning of June 3, was due to
leave Vitoria for a staff conference at Valladolid. He
remained over late studying a report from the front, and
decided, much against the advice of his staff, to travel by
aeroplane as far as Burgos and thence to go on by motor-
car. He left Vitoria aerodrome in his own communica-
tion plane, with two members of his staff and with his own
personal pilot, who was an intimate friend and associate
of his. The weather was extremely bad and visibility
almost nii. When only a few miles from Burgos the pilot
began to descend, seeking the signals from the aerodrome.
He went lower than he had intended and suddenly the
plane flew straight into a hill. That was the tragic end.
All the passengers were flung out and all were killed on
the spot.
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